A Fork in the Road

Virtually every ELCA congregation will have to begin navigating its way down one of two paths at the new fork in the road established by the actions of the churchwide assembly this past August. Certainly we don’t have to have every detail figured out but by our annual meeting we should be able to discern at least the branch of the fork we will be taking. Unfortunately there is no way to avoid the conflict and division a clear decision will of necessity generate but the longer we let this wound fester without tending to it – a wound we did not inflict ourselves – the greater our pain and injury will become. 

What makes this matter particularly pressing for this congregation is the number of individuals requesting clarity from us especially given the concern of what exactly we will teach our children and preach from the pulpit. In addition, the new building project and its associated financial sacrifices loom large in many minds. We simply cannot expect to move forward in any united and meaningful way until we plot a clear course in a timely fashion with all due respect and love. It will be to our great peril if we delay recognizing the obvious elephant in the room. Sound leadership requires we permit the majority voice of the congregation to be discerned and thereafter an appropriate route charted. 

Choosing between two different paths occurs throughout scripture. Our present day is not immune from this challenge but testifies to a mark of the true church through the ages. 

· Deuteronomy 30:19-20a 

I am now giving you the choice between life and death, between God's blessing and
God's curse, and I call heaven and earth to witness the choice you make. Choose life.  

· Joshua 24:15

If you are not willing to serve God, decide today whom you will serve, the gods your ancestors worshiped in Mesopotamia or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land you are now living. As for my family and me, we will serve the Lord.

· 1 Kings 18:21

Elijah went up to the people and said, "How much longer will it take you to make up your minds? If the Lord is God, worship him; but if Baal is God, worship him!" But the people didn't say a word.

· Matthew 7:13-14

Go in through the narrow gate, because the gate to hell is wide and the road that leads to it is easy, and there are many who travel it.  But the gate to life is narrow and the way that leads to it is hard, and there are few people who find it.

[image: image1.png]


                                                              Which way for 
this congregation?

           Boldly follow the ELCA                     August              Remain steadfast to the

           as it blazes a new path                           2009                historic biblical teachings

           with its redefinition of                                                   we’ve always held concerning

           marriage and family                                                       marriage and family 

	
1. reinstate Synod benevolence 

with letter of apology

1. revise SS/Confirmation/Adult

curriculums in line with the 

            ELCA social statement and 

            ministry standards

2. be open to the blessing of same 

sex unions and the calling of 

            a homosexual pastor

3. support making the temporary 

local option mandatory 

across the ELCA and

advocate for other oppressed 

sexual minorities (bisexuals, 

transgender) ultimately seeking

their full inclusion as ELCA clergy and blessing their relationships 

as gifts from God


	1. make the temporary suspension of 

Synod benevolences permanent and

redirect such to alternative Lutheran ministries

2. keep our current SS/Confirmation/

Adult curriculums and seek other 

Lutheran publishers whom uphold

historic biblical teachings

3. continue to welcome all people into 

the congregation but only bless

heterosexual marriage and hold 

fast to the established standards

for ELCA clergy as outlined in 

Vision and Expectations 1990

4. begin the process of exiting from 

the ELCA recognizing it has left 

the historic biblical teachings on 

marriage and family (and no doubt

will continue on this trend in other 

areas) and make the necessary 

realignment with an existing orthodox

Lutheran denomination such as

Lutheran Congregations in Mission

for Christ (LCMC) 




Luther reminds us: 

“Doctrine directs us and shows us the way to heaven…we can be saved without love….but not without pure doctrine….The devil would dearly love to corrupt and overthrow our doctrine; that is why he attacks us so cleverly with this specious argument about not offending love and the harmony among churches” (Luther’s Works 27:41-42). 

Benefits of LCMC

1. Mission focused growing orthodox Lutheran association that refuses to wrangle with 

contentious politics but seeks instead to remain focused on calling all to a joyous personal relationship with Christ and accompanying transformation of life.

2. Orthodox Lutheran Association

a. upholds the classic Lutheran position (once held by the ELCA) recognizing the Bible as the inspired Word of God and therefore its norm for all teaching, faith, and life 

b. adequate and growing resources for missions, worship leadership, and publishing including the unique opportunity to partner with other congregations via non-geographic districts

c. well trained clergy pool with associated health and pension plans

3. Congregational autonomy

a. freedom to designate benevolence without synodical overhead

b. freedom to call clergy without Bishop gate keeping

c. freedom from complicated synodical and churchwide bureaucracy

d. full congregational representation of all assemblies with the additional check of congregational ratification of any constitutional changes by 2/3 majority

e. can easily exit the association without constitutional wrangles over property or assets as all is held in trust by the congregation 

Interestingly enough, even if it were not for the grave departure from biblical teaching exhibited by the ELCA assembly, the above list articulates a number of benefits the LCMC has over the ELCA one would want to seriously ponder for better stewardship, mission focus, and governance. 

